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April 5, 2017 

Perry Ellsworth 
Town Manager 
South Berwick, Maine 
 
Dear Mr. Ellsworth; 
 
I recently had the pleasure of visiting the site of the proposed Great Works Bridge with Dan Boyle and 
Scott Landis. Both the physical beauty and the historic importance of the site impressed me—no 
doubt a new pedestrian bridge will be a treasure for the community. Dan and Scott asked me to send 
a few words describing the Timber Framers Guild (TFG) and our history with community building 
projects, and specifically our history with building covered bridges. It is my pleasure to do so! 
 
The Timber Framers Guild was founded in 1985 for the expressed purpose of sharing information 
about our craft.  In the ensuing 32 years, we have enthusiastically pursued that mission through 
publications, conferences and teaching events, but the heart and soul of the Guild—the sweet spot 
where all aspects of our mission converge—is our Community Building Projects.  At these inspiring 
events, instructors from the TFG work with volunteers to create a timber framed structure for the 
sponsoring community. The volunteers may come from the local community or may travel from great 
distance to participate.  Whether they are seasoned timber framers, or they have never worked with 
wood or tools before, these projects are deeply cherished experiences—for both those who 
participate, and the communities that receive the structure. Since our first such effort in 1989, nearly 
80 of these projects ranging widely in size and purpose are found across North America as well as in 
far-flung places as Suriname and Poland. Specific to the proposed Great Works Bridge, the Guild’s 
portfolio includes two substantial covered bridges—one in Guelph, Ontario and the other over the 
Kicking Horse River in Golden, British Columbia. I will include some links to more information about 
these projects at the end of this letter. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not mention that Dan Boyle is a long-time member of the Guild and has 
contributed not only to our projects but has organized conference events. Dan is a proven, steadfast 
producer, and will be exceptional in the very important role of Local Hero—that is, the liaison 
between the community sponsor and the TFG. I am also delighted to learn TFG members Ben 
Brungraber and Jan Lewandowski have evaluated the project and have expressed interest in designing 
and engineering the new bridge if it comes about.  Jan and Ben are two of the best minds in timber 
bridges in North America, if not the world. 
 
From my perspective, many, if not most, of the key elements for a successful collaboration between 
the Town of South Berwick and the Timber Framers Guild are in place. To that I add, without 
hesitation, and on behalf of the Timber Framers Guild, the fact that we look forward to establishing a 
rewarding partnership with your community.  



 
 

  
As mentioned, here are a few links to more information about the TFG, and our Community Building 
Projects: 
 

A 12-minute video the TFG produced about a specific project in 2014, but is a very good 
summary of our Community Building Projects is found at   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlfEF5prETY 
 
Information about the 150-foot span covered bridge over the Kicking Horse River in Golden, 
British Columbia is here: https://www.tourismgolden.com/activities/places-of-
interest/kicking-horse-pedestrian-bridge#13/51.2998/-116.9684 
 
This video about the construction of the bridge over the Speed River in Guelph, Ontario was 
originally show on PBS in 1992-93: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnRtuAf0GGQ 
 

 
If I can be of any further assistance to you as you proceed, please contact me at the phone number on 
the letterhead or at jeff@tfguild.com. 
 
I look forward to working with you and others from South Berwick community! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jeff Arvin, Executive Director 
Timber Framers Guild. 
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